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to life, the people of this ancient world become familiar. 
We realize that these biblical characters loved and hated, 


farmers. and carpenter, oHhe Bible become 1 pan of our own 
world. 

with answers to many of your questions about the Bible. 

humorous—scriptural facts. Deepen your knowledge and 
understanding of the world's best-selling book, and enjoy its 












The Story of the Bible 

ANY OF US ARE FAMILIAR 
with the sight of a big, black 
Bible on a bookshelf. When 
we take it down and open its 
pages, we discover that the 
Bible is, in feet, not just one book. It is made 
up of an entire collection of books contain¬ 
ing many different writings: law, history, 
poetry, prophecy—even sermons, hymns, 
and personal letters. A deeper look reveals 
that the Bible is composed of two main sec¬ 
tions: the Old Testament and the New Tes¬ 
tament. But how did the books of the Bible 
come to be written? Who were the writers? 
When did they write these books? This 
chapter will help provide some insight on the 
history behind this amazing body of work. 
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The Old Testament 



these scrolls have not survived over time. They deteriorated 
in the climate of the Bible lands. As a result, today there are 
few surviving copies of these early holy books, first written 

Before 1947, the oldest known manuscripts of the 
Hebrew Old Testament dated from the ninth and tenth cen¬ 
turies A.D. These were copies of the first five books of the 

the Dead Sea. They discovered the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

These second-century B.C. copies of all the books of the 
Old Testament (except Esther) were from the library of a 
Jewish religious group at Qumran (near the Dead Sea in 
Israel) who lived about the time of Jesus. This remarkable 
find revealed that the Old Testament text had changed very- 
little over a thousand years. In feet, the Qumran manuscripts 




that the scribes had done an outstanding job of accurately 
passing on the sacred writings. By this we know that the 
Old Testament as we now have it is probably very similar to 

How the Old Testament Was Put Together 

Jewish tradition holds that the scribe Ezra (whose story is 
told in the Book of Ezra) compiled the books of the Old 

certain how the books actually came together in the collec¬ 
tion we now have. We do know that by the time of Jesus, 
the Hebrew sacred writings usually comprised the 39 books 
we «cept as the Old Testament. And Jesus himself makes it 

. The Jews arranged their sacred books into three major 

referred to these same groupings. Besides, most of the books 
of our Old Testament are quoted somewhere in the New 
Testament It seems, then, that Jesus and his followers were 
familiar with the same Old Testament we have today. 

Besides the 39 Old Testament books, the Jews had other 
holy texts. These books and chapters are known as the 
Apocrypha, and may be found in some Bibles. In the Greek 
version, these writings were given the same respect as other 
Old Testament books. However, in the Hebrew Bible, they 
were not considered to have the same authority as the other 
books of the Bible. Most Roman Catholic Bibles today will 

Other Ancient Versions of the Old Testament 

One of the most important translations of the Old Testa¬ 
ment is the Greek version known as the Septuagint. Jews 
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THE STORY OF THE 


A.D. used the Septuagint. It has been suggested that this text 
was put together during the reign of Pharaoh Ptolemy 
Philadelphus (285-246 B.C.). As Christianity spread to peo¬ 
ple of other cultures and languages, the Old Testament was 
translated into Latin and many other languages. 

The Text of the New Testament 

The writers of the New Testament finished their work in 
the first century A.D. Today we have many fragments of the 
New Testament text from as early as the second century 
A.O. Originally written down in Greek, there are perhaps 
15,000 complete manuscripts and fragments available today 
to help scholars put together the final 27 books of the Bible. 
In addition, scholars have available several early translations 
of the New Testament in Latin, Syriac, Coptic, and other 
languages. There are also New Testament quotations in the 
writings of the early church fathers. With all this informa- 

By the fifth century A.D., the text of the New Testament 

thought to examine the accuracy- of this text. During the 

ations from the standardized version, including the text of 
Stephanus used in translating the King James Version in 
England (1611), and the edition of Elzevir (1633), which 
became the model for New Testament translations in 
Europe. They had discovered older texts that were quite dif¬ 
ferent from the fifth-century standard text. 

As scholars continued their work of translation, they 

It became clear that certain texts were more reliable than 
others. Manuscripts were then grouped together according 




























Middle Ages—English Translations 

When the Roman Empire broke up, Christianity spread 
northern and eastern Europe, and the need for new Bible 
anslations increased. Early English translate ' 


England by monks. It is believed that the first English trans¬ 
lated the Gospels into English. King Alfred the Great (who 
reigned A.D. 871-901), another translator, gave his people 
parts of Exodus. Psalms, and Acts in their own language. 

He even included parts of the Ten Commandments in the 
laws of the land! In the 1300s, William of Shoreham and 
Richard Rolle translated the Psalms into English. 

John Wycliffe 

This well-known Oxford theologian (c. 1329-1384) was 
the first to translate the entire Bible from Latin into English, 
believed that the Bible should be in the hands of every 

trs. Wycliffe and his team of translators followed the 
n text closely—even in its awkward order of words! By 
1395 John Purvey revised Wycliffe’s work into more under¬ 
standable English. 

" * copies of the Bible had notes that expressed the 

rersial theological views of Wycliffe and his followers. 
The pope reproved Wycliffe, and banned his English ver- 
'’om the popular market. But the popularity of the 
i Bible endured. Hundreds of copies continued to 


Printing, Gutenberg, and the Reformation 

At Mainz in Germany. Johann Gutenberg pioneered the 
process of printing from movable type. The Bible, printed 
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William Tyndale 

William Tyndale, a Cambridge scholar and follower of 
Erasmus, went to Germany to complete his work of translat¬ 
ing the New Testament into English. His first printed ver- 

arrived in England and were eagerly studied. However, the 


4 by 1566, his second revision 

had been printed 40 times! 

Myles Coverdale 

In 1535, Myles Coverdale published the entire Bible in 

into England. At the request of the clergy, the Coverdale 
~.- to King Henry VIII included ir 


^*Gswtdal«’» work was based on the scholarship of Tyn¬ 
dale. Luther, and the Latin versions of the Bible. His trans¬ 
lation of the Psalms is still printed in The Book of Common 
Prayer. Coverdale is known for including chapter summaries 
(similar to the Authorized or King James Version), and for 
separating the Apocrypha from the Old Testament books in 


The Great Bible 

This translation appeared in 1539 and contained a pref¬ 
ace by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Cranmer, 
encouraging everyone to read the Bible. The Great Bible 
was intended for use by churches, and all controversial notes 
dropped from its psges. 

Before King Henry VIII’s death in 1547, Urge numbers 
of Tyndale’s and Coverdale's translations were destroyed, 

though services were once more conducted in Latin). 

The Geneva Bible 

In 1560, English scholars working in Geneva. Switzer- 
Und. came out with a Bible revision dedicated to Queen 
Elizabeth I. The Geneva Bible, as it was called, tried to 
remain faithful to the style and phrasing of the Hebrew Ian- 
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The Books of the Bible 

Bible is a unique book that I 

special appeal. The Old Testament stresses that there is only 
it God, and he alone must be worshiped. In the New 
sent, Jesus repeats the same assertions and goes a step 
further: He claims to be God’s only son. and declares that 
only he can point the way to the father. Jesus invites anyone 
t to him. And as we look at each book of the Bible. 

people, places, and events of the Old and New Testaments. 

sage: Genesis is about 
ngs: the creation of the 


>f the Jewish n 

he creation and corruption 
of the world (chapters 1-3); 
Cain kills his brother Abel 
Noah and the flood 
(6-9); the Tower of Babel 
; the story of Abraham 
-25); the destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah (19); 
Jacob's story (27-35); 
Joseph’s story (37-50) 



ea of the Middle Hast known as the “fer- 



















Deuteronomy 

Message: The second record of God’s taws, this book 
resses obedience to God. As Israel is about to enter the 
omised Land, Moses gives the people his final oration. 
Key passages and events: Moses’ reflections (chapters 
-4); obedience and God’s laws (5-26); instructions for the 
■w land (27-28); the covenant renewed (29); Joshua, the 
w leader (31); Moses' blessing (32-33); Moses’ 


attributed to Moses 


Joshua 

, of the Israelite invasion of Canaan 
(known as Israel, the Promised Land), led by Joshua. 

an (3); the (all of Jericho (5-6); the conquest of Canaan 
(9-12); the land divided among the tribes (13-19); Joshua’s 
" " message and death (23-24) 

e of events: About 1230-1200 B.C. 

Judges 

Message: In spite of Israel’s disobedience. God provides 
-*—11. -his people during the time between 


Key passages and events: Deborah and Barak defeat tl 
anaanites (chapters 4-5); Gideon’s fleece and the Midian 
es (6-7); Jephthah, his daughter, and the battle with the 
unmonites (10-12); Samson's story (13-16) 

Setting: Canaan, the land of Israel 
Time of events: About 1200-1070 B.C 











fe: The story of Ruth is one of love, loyalty, and 


Setting: Bethlehem and Moab 
Time of events: 1375-1050 B.C. 

Author: Unknown 

and 2 Samuel 

Message: The history of Israel from the last of the judges. 
Eli and Samuel, and the first two kings. Saul and David. 

leadership (chapters 1-7); Saul becomes Israel’s first 
king (8—15); God chooses David as Israel’s future king 
(16); David kills Goliath (17); David and Jonathan (20); 

~ ' outlawed (18-30); the deaths of Saul and Jonathan 

Samuel: David mourns (1); David is crowned king 
(2-4); David conquers Jerusalem (5); David brings the 
Covenant to Jerusalem (6); David's adultery with Bathsheba 
and murder of Uriah (11-12); David’s family troubles 
(13-20); David’s song and final words (22—23) 

Setting: Canaan, the land of Israel 
Time of events: About 1200-1070 B.C. 

Author: Unknown 

and 2 Kings 

Message: The story of Israel’s history from David’s 
eath. through the kingdom division following Solomon's 

by the Babylonians. 

Key passages and events: l Kings: Solomon asks for 
isdom (chapters 3-4); the building and dedication of the 



emple (5-8); the Queen of 
iheba’svisMlO);^^ ^ WtBBW 


2 Kings: Elijah is taken to 
heaven (2); Elisha and his 

Namaan (5); Queen 8 
Athaliah and the boy king. 
Joash (11); Israel’s capture 
by Assyria (17); King 
Hezekiah and the Assyrian 
King Josiah’s d.s 


ts: About 970-586 B.C 
Author. Uncertain 

and 2 Chronicles 

Message: Chronicles tries to convince the Jews (now 
tack home in Jerusalem after their exile in Babylon) that, in 
spite of their troubled history, they are still God's people. 
These books cover the same events as those in 2 Samuel 

from Adam to the first kings (chapters 1-9); death of King 
Saul (10); the story of King David (11-21); David’s prepa¬ 
rations for building the temple and worship (22-29); 

2 Chronicles: King Solomon’s story (1-9); the kings of 
Judah (10-36); last days and the fall of Jerusalem (36) 

“ and Judah 

»: About 1000-586 B.C. 

•ruin (possibly Ezra) 
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THE STORY OF THE 


Time of events: About 460 B.C 
Author: Unknown 


]ob 

Message: This dramatic poem deals with the problem of 
human suffering. It tells the story of Job. a good man, who 
loses everything yet still has deep faith in God. 

Key passages and events: Job’s disasters (chapters 1-2): 
the friends of Job (3-37); God reveals his greatness to Job 
(38-42); the deliverance of Job (42) 

Time of events: Unknown 
Author: Unknown 

Psalms 

Message: A compilation of 150 hymns, prayers, and 
poems expressing the range of human emotions. The com¬ 
mon thread throughout this collection is deep faith and love 
for God. 

39); praise (8. 29, 93. 100); thanksgiving (30. 65, 103, 107. 

116); repentance (6. 32, 38. 51. 130); trust (3. 27, 31, 46, 
56. 62,86); distress (4, 13, 55,64. 88); hope (42,63.80, 
84. 137); history (78. 105) 

Time of events: Collections of Psalms were made 
throughout Israel's history 

Author: Different writers (many titles are linked to King 

Proverbs 

Message: A collection of wise sayings. The main theme 
is to find and follow godly wisdom and apply it to everyday 

Key themes: Wisdom and folly; the righteous and the 
wicked; how to speak wisely; wealth and poverty; hopes and 
fears; joys and sorrows; anger, hard work and laziness 
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Jonah 

Message: Jonah dislikes 
the idea that God's mercy 
emends beyond Israel—par¬ 
ticularly Eo that nation's ene¬ 
mies, In this riveting story, 

God sets out to transform 
Jonah's thinking. 

Key themes and 
passages: Jonah's disobedi¬ 
ence—the storm and the 
great fish {chapters 1-2}; 

Jonah's obedience—the 
action and words of t Ho Lord 
(3-4) 

Setting: The Great Sea 
and Assyria 

Time of events: 793-75 3 FVG- 

Author Jonah 

Micah 

Message: The prophet is appalled by [he fnlsc sacrifices 
and empty worship of Israel. His central concerns are for 
social justice and irue religion, His hope h sn God's future 
peace and blessing. 

Key themes and passages: Judgment will COme (chapters 
E-2): God’s reign of peace (4j; a king from Bethlehem (5); 
Hi at God inquires (6} 

Setting: Israel and Judah 

Time of events: 7^(3—722 B.C 

Author: Micah 

Nahum 

Message: This book is an Oracle against Nineveh, capital 
of the cruel and powerful Assyrians. Nahum's message does 
■ include a call to repentanee- 
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Key themes and passages; The certainty and description 
of God's judgment against Nineveh (chapters 1-2); the rea¬ 
sons for God's judgment 0) 

Setting: Judah 

Time of events: Around 612 B„C 
Author: Nahum 

Habakkuk 

Message: The prophet faces the difficult question: How 
tan God allow the wicked to prosper? Why is it that evil 
Babylonia Overpowers weak, less evil nations? The prophet 
concludes that true faith will not be disappointed because 
God, who is in control, can be [rusted. 

Key themes and passages: Ha bale kuk's distress (chapter 
l k a dirge from God: the “woes* of Habakkuk (2): 
Habakkuk"* prayer and God's majestic presence (3) 

Setting: Judah 

Time of events: 612-597 B.C. 

Author: Habakkuk 

Zephanlah 

Message: The prophet predicts only doom for disobedi¬ 
ent Jerusalem, But he believes that a remnant of the nation 
will survive and enjoy a great future. 

Key themes and passages: The day of judgment (chapters 
■ ! -2): doom for cite nations and hope for the remnant (2-3) 
Settings Judah 

Time of events: 640-609 b c 
A uthor: Zephaniah 

Haggji 

Message: ] he prophet Haggai urges God’s people who 
have returned from exile, to finish the job of rebuilding the 
temple. They had abandoned the project, and instead, bucEl 
fine homes for themselve*. The people respond to Hagg-.i’s 
challenge, and the work of rebuilding continues. 

L _ I 









THE STORY OF THE BlRLE 


Key themes and passages: A command to rebuild the 
(Cmpit i chapter 1); God's blessing on [he obedient (2): A 
word for Zembbabcf the governor (2) 

Settings Jerusalem 
Time of events 520 B.C. 

Author: Haggai 

Zedwiah 

Mess;igOr Fh»-: propheL dtdiFt& ihal a new age :s begin- 
fling, Zcchariah speaks not only about [he bit ssing and 
hope of Jerusalem, but of the whole world. Zechatiab also 
speaks of the conning of a Messiah, a king of love and justice 
who will be sent by God. 

Key themes and passages: A new age is starting (chap¬ 
ters 1-8); eight symbolic visions i 3-6): a message of rejoic¬ 
ing (8); the nations Surrounding Israel (9): the blessings of 
the Messiah (9); the redemprion of Israel (12- 13): the 
return of the King 1.14) 

Setting: Jerusalem 

Time of events: 520-515- fi.C- 

Aitthor: Zechariah 

Ma lathi 

Message: ‘the prophet challenges Israel to keep God's 
commandments and encourages the people to rely on God 
for future blessing. 

Key themes and passages: God's love for Israel rchapter 
l); broken promises and judgment (2); paying tithes (3); 
God's promise of mercy l'3-4> 

Setting: Jerusalem 

Time of events: About 430 B.C 

Author: Malachi 
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The Apocrypha 

Christians agree that rhe 39 books of the Hebrew 
Scriptures are the core of the Old Testament. Questions 
arise over t he status of the books called Appfryphti 
(meaning “hidden**) by Prorcstants and called Dzuftro- 
Ciirtortkiii by Roman Catholics. The apocryphal books 
(written about 200 B,C,) were found and accepted by the 
early Christians when they took over the Greek Old 
Testament (Septuagsnt) ai their Bible. Today, all 
Catholic Bibles contain the Deuterocanomcal books. 
Some Protestant Bibles contain the Apocrypha. Many 
do not. And significant numbers of Christians believe 
that the apocryphal books arc not part of the Scriptures, 
and therefore not authoritative. 

The Apocrypha includes many types of literature, 
including wisdom, history, and visionary writing. There 
are even stories with Startling supernatural details. In the 
bonk of Tobil, the liver and heart of a fish—with the 
help of a guardian angel—can drive away demons and 
cure blindness! 

APOCRYPHAL OR 
DEUTEROCANONICAL BOOKS 

Baruch 
Psalm 151 

1 Esdras 

2 Esdras 

Letter of Jeremiah 
Prayer of Azariah and 
the Song of the 
Three Jew's 
Susanna 

Bel and the Dragon 


Tobit 

\ Maccabees 
Judith 

2 Maccabees 
Additions Co Esther 

3 Maccabees 
Wisdom 

4 Maccabees 
Sirsch ( Ecclesiastic us) 
Prayer of Manasse-h 
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— 

The Time Between the Testaments 

Ezra. Nehcmiah, and Esther gU-H? US [he last glimpse 
of the Jews in the Old Testament. After Mala chi h and 
until the stare of New Testament times, the biblical 
prophets were silent. What do we know about this 
period'? 

4 Alexander the Great from Greece conquest! Palestine 
and the surrounding lands, He introduced Greek |an- ' 
guage and customs to Palestine (331-332 ts.Cj. 

* When Alexander died, his empire went to four gener¬ 
als. Palestine was first conquered by the Egyptian king¬ 
dom. and then in turn, by the kingdoms founded in 
Syria and Mesopotamia. 

* Antiochus (one of the Syrian conquerors) tried to 
lorct [he Jews to adopt Greek beliefs and ways of wor¬ 
ship. In his zeal ro destroy Jewish faith in God, he ect 
up a statue of rhe Greek God Zeus in the temple at 
Jerusalem and even sacrificed a pig in the ttmole. 

■ The jews revolted against Antidchus. The MaCCabce 
family who led the revolt became the new’ rulers. How¬ 
ever. Jewish independence did not last long, 

E 

I * Palestine was then conquered by the -expanding Roman 
empire. Jewish priests were killed, and the Jews were 
once again dominated by the rule of outsiders. 

* Augustus Caesar became empc ror of the Roman 
Empire in 27 B.c. By the time Jesus came, the jews 
were under the rule of the Romans \ who continued to 
encourage the Greek way of Eifc). 


Matthew 

Message: This Gospel links the Old Testament and the 
New. It portrays Jesus as the Messiah, the one foretold by 


THE STORY OF THE BIBLE 


the prophets. Matthew emphasizes rhe concerns of Jewish 
Christians- 

Greai events Jesus' birth {chapter !)■ Jesus baptism (3): 
the temptation of Jesus (4)i the Transfiguration (17): Jesus' 
entry into Jerusalem (21): trials and crucifixion {26-27); 
Jesus' resurrection (28} 

Famous passages: Sermon on the Mount {^-7}- the 
Lord’s Pravcr (6h the Great Commission (281- 
Time of writing: A.D - 6P-SG 
Setting; Galilee and Jerusalem 
Author: The Apostle Mat; hew 

Mark 

Message: Jesus is depicted as a man of action. He is the 
"Son of man” (of Daniel's vision) who warns his identity 
kept hidden, 

Great events: John the Baptist prepares the way (chapter , 
I); Jesus 1 baptism i l k choosing 12 followers (3); feeding the 
1000 (6); the last supper (H): Jesus 1 arrest, trial, and death 
{14-15);, the resurrection 1 161 

Famous passages: Jesus and the children 1 9- 10); citing 
out the money changers ■! 11) 

Time of writing: A.D- 60-70 
Setting: Galilee and Jerusalem 
Author: John Mark, colleague of Peter 

Luke 

Message: Jesus came first to the Jews, his chosen people: 
now salvation comes to everyone. However, salvation is for 
the needy, those without hope. Luke portrays Jesus as the 
Savior, a man of prayer, full of the Holy Spirit. 

Great cvenil: The angel's message and the birth of Jesus ! 
(chapters 3-2)'Jesus" baptism and temptation (3-4 k the 
transfiguration {9}: Jesus' entry into Jerusalem (20K the last 
supper Qiy. trial and crucifixion (22-23): Jesus’ resurrec¬ 
tion (24) 


4 3 














































































THE STORY OF 




1c argues powerfully against a return t. 
istinations—the life of feith in Christ i 
Key passage: Heroes of the feith (cl 
Time of writing: Before A.D. 70 


je: Hearing and doing, feith and 


face coming persecution. He brings joy and hope, because 

cution makes the union of Christians stronger. 

Key passage: Suffering for doing right (chapters 3-4) 
Time of writing: Between A.D. 60-67 
Author: The Apostle Peter 

2 Peter 

Message: Watch out for corrupt teaching, the writer 
warns his Christian readers; concentrate on true knowledge 
of God, and live as though awaiting the return of Christ 
Key passage: Knowledge of God and the truth 
(chapter 1) 

Time of writing: Uncertain 
Author: The Aposde Peter 

Message: This letter is written to Christians to confirm 
Key passage: Walking in the light (chapter 1) 
















Events in the Bible 


HIS REMARKABLE VOLUME 
Ijjl 01^0 'hat we ca ** “Tb e Bible” is, 
LQ IggJj among other things, a his¬ 
tory book. And to gain 
more than a casual under¬ 
standing of the Bible, we need to get a clear 
picture of the historical events recorded in it. 
The Bible starts with the dawn of life, then 
takes us on an amazing journey through Old 
Testament history, the life of Christ, the min¬ 
istry of the apostles, and the growth of the 
new church. From beginning to end, the 
story of the Bible depicts the creative, active 
hand of God at work in the world he 
made. This section highlights some of the 
important—and interesting—moments from 

































































































































































































Biblical Blurbs from A-Z 

Abraham's Test of Faith (Gm 22) 

When Abraham’s son Isaac was a young man. God 



As Abraham 

Instead of Isaac, a substitute offering was found—a ram 
thicket, caught by its horns. Abraham offered it as a sa< 
ice, Isaac's life was spared, and Abraham discovered thai 

Belshazzar's Feast (Da 5) 

n, decided to host a great festival. During the cou 
rxtravagant gala at the palace. Belshazzar ordered i 
vessels from the Jewish temple be brought in so ff 













EVENTS IN THE BIBLE 


































>ut. As the people watched in amaz. 

Mary's Visit by Gabriel (Lki) 

and announced to her that she would become pregnant; she 
would have a child who would be called Son of the Most^ 


pregnant by the 
and accepted the 


Naboth's Vineyard (iKi2l) 

and the Icing warned the vineyard for his garden. Naboth 
' 1 to sell the land of his ancestors to Kmg Ahab, so 
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The Queen of Sheba and her entourage set out by camel 
ravan for the long and arduous trek across deserts and 

». she presented him with lav- 
gems, and spices. In return. 

-j ---on the long journey 

Rahab and the Spies 0*2) 

Rahab the prostitute lived along the city wall of Jericho. 
When Joshua sent spies there to explore the territory, Rahab 

ibouts from the soldiers. She had heard all about the 
Israelite God and was convinced that he was the true God. 

Certain that Jericho would later be taken by the Israelites, 
Rahab asked the spies to reward her for helping them by 
. „ , ’ overthrown. The spies 

promised her safety if she tied a crimson cord In her window 
and had all her relatives in the house at the time of the 

When the Israelites destroyed Jericho, they rescued 
' ' great spiritual hero. 

Saul’s Conversion (Ac 9 ) 

: Jew educated in Greek culture and bom 
let out to get rid of Christians. He voted 

He organized house-to-house searches and arrests, and 
















































EVENTS IN THE BIBLE 


bring word to him so that he, too, could go and worship. 
Jesus, th^wer- J " J - L ~ I 


And the life of Jesus wa 

Xerxes I and the Feast of Purim (Ea3-i0) 

Xerxes 1 (King Ahasuerus) ruled over a vast Persian 
Hainan—the king’s prime mir'fin - 


jlitical freedom for the, 


Young ]esus in the Temple (Lk2) 

When the Passover festival in Jerusalem wa: 
family of Jesus started on their way back to N. 
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The Language and 
Literature of the Bible 

E ALL KNOW THE BIBLE IS A 
powerful religious document 
that describes God’s relation¬ 
ship with humanity through¬ 
out history; but the Bible 
can also be seen as an equally impressive 
work of literature. It is, after all, a collection 
of books, encompassing many authors and 
many different writing styles. The Scriptures 
have been passed down from generation to 
generation over literally thousands of years! 
And much can be learned about the people 
described in the Bible—their beliefs, values, 
and customs—by examining its words. 













Archaeology and the Bible 

en we read the Bible, we form some kind of idea 
about the people, objects, and ideas that are mentioned. 
However, bringing our modem minds to the world of the 
Bible has its problems. 

What kind of clothing did Abraham really wear? Was he 
dressed like a Bedouin Arab as some illustrations suggest? 


about Jesus? For many, the image of Jesus is influenced 

people looked who lived in the lands of the Bible. When v. 
approach the Bible with accurate pictures in our minds, its 

language and literature of the Bible resonate richly when w 
message is firmly rooted. 

This is where the value of archaeology comes in. Archat 
sites and study what they find there. They examine houses. 



other aspects of human life. Their work is painstaking and 
time-consuming. Many years may pass from the time an 
archaeologist first digs into a ruin-mound (called a tell), 
studies the artifacts, and actually publishes the findings. 

understanding of the Bible itself. Fragments of ancient oil 
lamps can be glued together to give us an idea of what they 
looked like. Better still, by uncovering ruined towns of the 

of information about the kind of town the prophet visited 

(2K» 4:ft-10). 

"Hie tombs of kings and warriors provide valuable infor- 

cho dating from about 1600 B.C. had grain and seeds left in 
- L jiving us valuable evidence about the dietary habits of 
e. Occasionally, a discovery may relate directly 


Ten Quick Finds: Important 
Excavations in Palestine 
SITES DATES 


Qumnn, Dead Sea Caves 

Shechem 

Megiddo 
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that the word “daily” is at the head of a food shopping list. 
This was a list of food “just for the day.” 

• Recent discoveries in Jerusalem have revealed the wealthy 
lifestyle of some households at the time the city fell to the 
Romans in A.O. 70. 








































































THE LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE OF Tf 

conquered and settled the Promised Land, through the 
period of judges and kings, to the time of exile. This seed 
» approximately 800 years of Jewish history (from about 
0 B.C. to 400 B.C.). Ezra and Nehemiah describe the 
m of the Israelites from captivity. The Book of Esther 

The primary purpose in providing this history was to 
show how God fulfilled his intentions for Israel. Thus the 
faithfully recorded disasters as well as blessings, the 
of good and bad kings, the actions and attitudes of 


Books of Old Testament History 


The Wisdom Books 

Job, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes are known as boob o: 
Wisdom. This type of writing also appears elsewhere in i 
Old Testament, particularly in the Book of Psalms. Wisdom 
literature is also found in the writings of some of Israel': 

Wisdom bo 

_ject matter. Job focuses on 

fering, Ecclesiastes dwells on 


nd daily living. God is the central figure within 
; but he is in the home rather than in the temple, 
ching in the wisdom poems of all three boob is 
d true knowledge when we obey God and his law 





















THE LANGUAGE A) 

The Prophetic Books 

This last section of the Old Testament consists of 16 
books. All are called by the name of the prophet whose 
words they contain. Isaiah, Jeremiah. Ezekiel, and Daniel 
»wn as “major prophets.” The other 12 are called the 
prophets.” The prophets were good interpreters of 
Their words reflect the social and religious cordi- 
f their age. God told the prophets to be his servants; 
rre to take his words to the people, and they were 
given special abilities to carry out their tasks. 

God’s people to trust in God alone. Second, they urged 
people to know and practice God’s word. These prophets 

sized messages of obedience. Third, the prophets gave mes- 

Fourth. God’s messengers taught the people that Yahweh 
s Lord of all creation. The prophets proclaimed messages 
the lordship of God. 


Books of the Prophets 


| J ~' 


New Testament History 

The four GosprIs are more tbai 
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6. The “I am” claims of Jesus (Jn 6:35; 8:12; 10:7; 10:11; 
11:25; 14:6; 15:1) 

7. The Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5; Lk 6) 

8. The Beatitudes (Mt 5;Lk6) 

9. The Lord’s Prayer (Mt 6:9-13; Lk 11:2-4) 

10. The Parables of Jesus (Mt 5:14-15; Mk 12:1-9; Lk 
10:30-37) 

11. The Kingdom of God (Mic 4:6-7; Mt 5:1-20; Lk 
7:18-23) 

12. The Miracles of Jesus (Mt 8:2-3; Mk 5:1—15; Lk 
18:35-43; Jn 6:19-21) 

13. The Lord’s Supper (Lk 22:19) 

14. The Fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5) 

Writing Styles of the Bible 

The Bible is noted for its profound prayers, poems and 
hymns, wise sayings, warm greetings, farewells, and 
blessings. These samples portray deep content and expres- 

Hezekiah’s Prayer 

When King Hezekiah prays to God, he speaks openly 
and simply. He is seriously ill and wants to live, so he begs 
God for help: 

walked before you in faithfulness with a whole heart, and 
have done what is good in your sight." (2Ki 20:3) 

Nehemiah’s Prayer 

Concerned for Israel’s sins. Nehemiah approaches God 
in grand tones, appealing to his power and faithfulness: 

“O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God 
who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love 
him and keep his commandments; let your ear be attentive 
and your eyes open to hear the prayer of your servant that I 
now pray before you day and night for your servants, the 
people of Israel...”(Ne 1:5-6) 
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The Everyday World 
of the Bible 


HE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE 
IiJI are filled with breathtaking 

LQ lma g cs a °d events—from 

angels and holy miracles to 
horrific visions of destruc¬ 
tion and demons. It is important to remem¬ 
ber, however, that day-to-day life for the 
Israelites and early Christians wasn’t always 
as dramatic as those moments recorded in 
Scripture. What was this everyday world 
like? How did the average person live, work, 
and worship during the writing of the Bible? 
The answers to these questions will help us 
see that the Bible is populated with ordinary 
people; people who had many of the same 
feelings and concerns that we have today. 





























The Four-Roomed House 

When the Israelites moved back into Palestine after 

This became the standard pattern of homes for centuries. 
The design was simple: You entered a courtyard from the 

on the other side, a cattle barn. At the end was a large room 
enough for work, rest, or play by family members. 


Rooftop Living 

















Homes of the Poor 

The homes of the poor were one-room huts with mud 
walls. These walls were strengthened with reeds or 
suites, but they were still not very secure and often 
became the breeding ground for snakes and vermin (Am 
5:19). The family and animals occupied the same room. 


Furnishings 

would have appeared empty to us today. Here is a 
typical inventory of household furnishings back then: 

Mats and Rugs 

ering or for seating. Poor people may well have had only a 
skin or mat on the floor to use for eating, sitting, and sleep¬ 
ing. The wealthy homeowner, on the other hand, would 

rich &bric. Un mgS ' ’ ° a a " 

Stools, Tables, Benches, and Chairs 

Long before the time of Jesus, the rich Shunammite 

table, a stool, and a candlestick (2Ki 4:10—13)! This was 
more than would be available in an ordinary home. In 
wealthy homes, the owner would have a bench in his quar¬ 
ters. Some people in Bible times owned and sat on finely 
designed chairs. Examples of these have been discovered in 












the tombs of the wealthy of Jericho. In 
was a circular piece of leather placed on the floor mat. In the 
New Testament period, a three-sided couch (known as a tri¬ 
ll) was introduced by the Romans. It extended around 

meals. It was likely in this setting that Jesus and his 

Bed s 

ttresses to sleep on. and cover themselves with quilts 
made from goat hair. Pillows may have been made from 
' in stuffed with feathers, wool, or some other soft 
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capital city of Greece 
capital city of the 

a valley of Palestine 


ite a part of the east gate 
of Jerusalem where 
Peter and John healed 


raised from the dead 
located north of < 

Important' biblicaTsite 
birthplace of Jesus J 

a village of Galilee J 


of Judah 

>. Cenchrea a harbor east of Corinth Ac 18:18 
Chebar the Jewish exiles. Exe 1:3 



























ties. Besides being the government center, Jerusalem also 

The peat cities of New Testament times were different 
from early fortified towns. With the coming of the Greeks 


city. It boasted a dazzling white limestone and gold temple 
built by the Herods, many other grand buildings, and 

cloth to luxury goods offered by merchants. Besides seven 
different markets, there were many shops and restaurants to 
serve the needs of possibly a quarter of a million people liv- 





















THE EVERYDAY WORLD O 



Ten Quick "Medical" Cures 

• Myrtle, saffron, myrrh, and spikenard were used in 

• Olive oil and “balm of Gilead" were used for woum 


ots would help a 


• It was believed tha 

• A hole was bored in the skull to relieve pressure. 

• Skilled midwives helped mothers give birth. 

• Honey was sometimes mixed with oil and applied to a 





















































































































Religion and Worship 
in the Bible 


_ ROM THE WRITING OF THE 

|sB Wlgll Ten Commandments to the 
SB teachings of Jesus, the Bible 

reveals how God helps to 
guide humanity with his holy 
hand. In return, his people have strived to 
show their love and thanksgiving to the 
Lord. The Israelites built great temples and 
offered burnt sacrifices to prove their faith¬ 
fulness. Early Christians humbly prayed 
together in homes to express their personal 
commitment to God. Worship—whether by 
song, poetry, or feast—is at the heart of the 
Bible. This chapter examines some of the tra¬ 
ditions and practices of Jewish and Christian 
religions. 















The Ten Commandments 

1. ...you shall have no 

2. You shall not make 






























the tabernacle in its layout. It was a place known for its 
beauty. The cedar paneling, which lined the stone building, 
was covered with gold. Although not a Urge structure by 
today's standard, the temple was likely the largest building 

account of how the temple was built and furnished is given 

After the temple was completed. King Solomon held a 
grand dedication service. All the religious leaders and the 
people of Israel were there. Numerous animals were sacri¬ 
ficed, the ark of the Lord was pUced in the inner sanctuary, 
and the cloud of God's glory filled the temple. It was a won 
derful moment in Israel's religious history, and King 
Solomon himself led the worship, his hands spread out to 
heaven (iKi 8). 









RELIGION AND WORSHIP IN THE BIBLE 





they were given a particular message. In their ministry they 
saw visions; they preached sermons; they used parables, 
drama, and poetry to get God's message across—often to a 


crisis points in Israel's history. Their tasks were many and 
varied. It was through Samuel that God appointed Saul— 
and later David—as Israel's leaders. Through Elijah. God 

Canaanitc gods Baal and Asherah. and the work of their 
pagan prophets in the land of Israel. Through Elijah, and his 

prophets spoke out before, during, and after this period. 

The wayward Israelites had broken faith with God countless 
times, and after several warnings and calls to repentance 
delivered by the prophets, God allowed his beloved Israel to 
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only come from God. 

. Often, the death of an animal was ! 


• Grain offering: This offering of flour, grain, or baked 
ing to God. Part of it was burnt on the altar, the rest was 

• Offering of well-being: This offering was similar to a 

as far as the Israelites were concerned) was burnt on the 
altar. The meat was shared by the family offering the sacri¬ 
fice. Since God shared in the sacrifice too, it was consid- 

• Offering for sin: When someone sinned against another 
person or against God. this sin defiled the holy place of 

that the contamination had been removed by the death 
that had taken place. Some of the meat was given to the 
priest. When he ate the meat without incident, the 
worshiper took this as a sign that God had accepted his 

Festivals 

Religious festivals played a significant part of Jewish life 

Most of the festivals and holy days existed from Israel’s ear¬ 
liest history, but the celebration of Purim and Hanukkah 
began to be observed much later. After the seventh century 
B.C., these festivals were held only in Jerusalem. Crowds of 
pilgrims would descend on the city for these annual events 

^ J — 1 —m - i reflection. There would be rejoicing. 

rifices, and occasions to honor God for 


all his blessings. 
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t the Exile, * 

the Dispersion (or Diaspora). Synagogue worship kept their 
faith alive, but their language was Greek and they used the 
Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Old Testament) as 

parts in Palestine, influenced as they were by the local culture. 

Herod's Temple 

Jerusalem to rebuild Solo- 
mon’s temple, which had 
been destroyed earlier, they 
completed the work in 515 



rule three years later (an 

dll remembered at the Jewish festival of Hanukkah). 

0 B.C, King Herod the Great started to build yet 

Roman world and win the hearts of the Jews. Ten years late 

the same plan as Solomon’s, was the most extravagant ever 
seen. It was a dazzling, gigantic structure, with special areas 
for Jews and non-Jews, a court designated for women, and 
the Court of Israel for Jewish men. Herod’s temple was 
destroyed by the Romans at the time of the Jewish rebellior 
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The Life and Message of ]esus 

Jesus made an impact on the Jewish world from the 

and shepherds came to honor him. When Jesus was 

religious, and Anna, a prophet, were expecting him. They 
blessed the baby and praised God for the coming of the 

Some time later, wise men from the East hurried to Judea 

Herod was threatened by news of the boy’s arrival and 
decreed that all Jewish male toddlers were to be killed. 
Joseph and Mary, the parents of Jesus, safely whisked him 

After Herod died, the family of Jesus moved to 
Nazareth, where Jesus grew up. At 12 years of age, Jesus 







































































































Assyrian and Babylonian Religion 

Like other groups in the ancient world, the people of 
verse and also had favorite local gods. These deities were ii 

face. Ishtar, the wife of Anu, was far more prominent in re! 
aus life than her husband. 

Marduk (Bel) was the patron god of Babylon, and even 
ally he became the king of all the gods. The national goc 
of Assyria was Ashur, and he came to be identified with 

Babylonian religion was a mix of d 
vination and omens, and the ghosts of the u 
Worship centered around the local temple or shrine, and 


The Religion of the Greeks and Romans 

The supreme god of Greece was Zeus. He ruled all the 
her gods, who lived on the mountain Olympus. When the 
Greeks, they took over their gods. 



















Greek philosophy. Gnostics I 


believed in a spi 


i spiritual world, 

which was good, and the material world, which was evil. 
Gnostic beliefs affected the early church, and Paul spoke 
out against them in his letters to the Corinthian and 













The Land of the Bible 

F WE TAKE A CLOSER LOOK 
at the lands of the Bible, we 
catch a fresh glimpse of the 
people who lived there. This 
has always been a difficult 
environment, filled with many challenges. It 
is home to lush farmland, but also barren 
deserts, sweltering heat, freezing rain, and the 
Dead Sea. Though it is masked today by 
modern cities and conveniences, the basic 
geography and temperament of this area has 
changed little since the days when Jesus walked 
the earth. When we get a feel for the hills and 
valleys, the rivers and lakes, the rainy seasons 
and the hot dry periods, we begin to under¬ 
stand how these natural elements affected the 
way people lived their lives. 


















































































Plants 

The natural plant life of Bible lands wa 
everyday life of the people. Leaves, bj ' 


ns. Crops were grown for food and for making cl 
tre extracted from some plants. And other plants 
/ enjoyed for their beautiful blossoms! Here is « 

DESCRIPTION REFERENCI 

a succulent plant Ps 45:8 
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Ideas and Beliefs 
of the Bible 

he Bible is much more 
than a colorful information 
book about people, places, 
and events of long ago. 
Beyond a collection of fasci¬ 
nating facts, interesting stories, and com¬ 
pelling literature, the Bible is a record of 
God’s word to humanity. It is God’s written 
instruction to those he has called to follow 
him. What does the Bible really tell us about 
heaven and hell? What is the true meaning of 
redemption or salvation? In this section, we 
will look at some of the key teachings and 
themes in both the Old and New Testaments. 
























































as different parts of the body with specific functions and 
roles, all working together and relying on one another in 
order to operate well as the church. 


IDEAS AND BELIEFS OF THE BIBLE 

A Secret Password 

The drawing of a fish was an important sign to the 

of his or her physical body. Scripture teaches that the body 

for God’s glory (Ro 12 : 1 - 2 ; ICo 1 * 12 - 30 ). 


secret password when Christians were being persecuted 
by the Romans. The fish symbol stood for five words of 
special importance to the early believers: 

°i“T^nr*- *» WOrJ 


I X e Y 2 

Jesus Christ God’s Son Savior 

cific buildings for worship. The)- met in homes and other 
places. Paul taught that Christ was the head of the church, 

few official leaders. Some gatherings were guided by elders 
or bishops, but it was normal for everyone to share his or 
her gift and to take pan in service and worship (Mt 16 : 18 ; 
Eph 4:11-16; ICo 12:12-28). 


The first letter in each of these words formed an 
acrostic of the Greek word for fish, ichthus. Thus, when¬ 
ever a Christian saw the sign of a fish, it was an instant 
reminder of who Jesus was, and of the need to tell others 


ings of the fish symbol. Often the markings on a grave 
included a fish to suggest that the dead person was a 
Christian. Today, some Christians wear a pin of a fish on 






Covenant 



and the New. In the Old Testament, God made a covenant 
with Moses when the Ten Commandments were given to 
God’s people to live by. In the New Testament, the “new" 
covenant is based on the death of Jesus—the final sacrifice 

1 tarty Chnttiam in Rom t liiten lo a reading of tht epiitlt of Paul 


C “ “ d ,'oLlany 
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IDEAS AND BELIEFS OF THE BIBLE 


The Fall 

>le traces sin back to the dawn of history. When 
Eve disobeyed God, the “Fall” began. Instead of 
open fellowship with God, the pair were banished from the 
' ' ' ’ ' n to a life of backbreaking hard- 

and Eve. all of creation has 
nst God. Sin and death has 
spread throughout humanity, so that every part of the world 
- inted by the Fall (Gen 1-3; Ro 1:18-32). 

Forgiveness 

y teaches that when people repent and turn 
gdoing. God quickly blots away their sin. In 
should excuse others because they 

' ere may be times when believers fill into sin, they can turn 
God for forgiveness and restoration (Eph 4:32; ljn 1:9). 


The word “gospel” i 
teaches that people do : 
because of their sin. Je 


e cut off from God 



ss times. In the New Testament, the grace of God is evi- 
Through the work of Jesus. God freely gives salvation to 
believer's life from beginning to end. The apostle Paul often 








































































Parables 

Jesus often taught in parables: These were stones about 
everyday life that were tied to spiritual truths (Mt 5:14-15; 
Mk 2:22; Lk 13:18-19). 
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IDEAS AND BELIEFS OF THE BIBLE 



not come true, how- Etetid prophesying 


death because they tried to lead the people away from God, 
and they were a threat to Israel’s faith and security. 

In the Bible, there are certain prophecies that are differ- 

Thesc prophecies belong to a particular type of literature 
known as apocalyptic. The prophecies of the Book of Reve¬ 
lation and the Book of Daniel fall into this category. This 
kind of writing contains imagery and symbolism that depict 
the coming of the end of the world and God’s judgment. 

With the coming of the Holy Spirit in the early church, 
all Christians were given the right to proclaim God’s mes¬ 
sage of salvation. And the New Testament declares that the 

to strengthen the church as a whole (Am 7:14-15; Dt 
13:1-5; ICo 12:10, 29). 




























Bible the word ‘Vxil” means a person’s entire 
being. Greeks had the idea that the immortal soul was caged 
in a decaying body, but this was not the Christian view. In 
biblical thought, the soul included mind. will, and personal- 



life (Isa 53). Totally innocent. Jesus took on the rejection. 

away until all things are made new in the future (Gen 

’ ‘5-19; 2Co 12:6-9; Heb 12:3-11). 

Temptation 

There are two classic accounts of temptation in the Bible 
In the story of Adam and Eve. the serpent leads the woman 
doubt and confusion about God’s will, and she gives ir 













A Dozen Ways to Worship God 

1. Meet regularly with other Christians to honor God 
(Ac 2:46-47). 

2. Proclaim the word of God (1T» 4:13). 

3. Respond in gratitude to the word of God (Ex 24:3). 

4. Celebrate communion (Ac 2:46). 

5. Observe Christian creeds (1 Co 11:2). 

6. Sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs (Eph 5:19). 

7. Pray in the Spirit (Eph 6:18). 

8. Present your whole person to God (Ro 12:1). 

9. Offer a sacrifice of praise (Heb 13:15). 

10. Confess the name of God (Heb 13:15). 

11. Do good (Heb 13:16). 

12. Share with others (Heb 13:16). 
















The People of the Bible 

any Bible personalities 
are familiar to most of us. 
We are well acquainted with 
Adam and Eve and their 
misadventures in Eden. The 
saga of Moses—from the hiding place in the 
bulrushes to the view of the Promised 
Land—is well known. But how many of us 
are as familiar with Elymas, Onesiphorus, or 
Epaphroditus? And what about Jesus? The 
Bible portrays him as a sinless human being, 
the Son of God, and a great teacher. But did 
you know he also broke many Sabbath rules, 
chased people out of the temple, and over¬ 
turned tables? This section should reveal 
more about some of the Bible characters you 
thought you knew—as well as introduce 
some of the ones you didn’t! 
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(2X^19-15:2) 

reigned for a monel__ 

killed by Menahem (2Ki 15:14-22) 
an exacting, cruel king, he reigned foi 
10 years (2Ki 15:14-22) 


17. Pfekahiah Menahem’s » 


captain. Pekah (2Ki 15:22-26) 
ruled for 21 years and maintained id 
worship in Israel (2Ki 15:27-31) 
last king of Israel after the monarch] 
L ns defeated by King 


THE SOUTHERN KINGDOM (JUDAH) 

' Rehoboam Solomon’s son, who sparked a civil 
war with the northern tribe of Israel 
(IKi 11:43-12:24) 

Abijara defeated Jeroboam in battle 


son of Abijam, Judah’s first godly king 
(IKi 15:8-14) 

Asa’s son, another godly king 
(IKi 22:41-50) 


Ahab and Jezebel (2Ki 8:16-24) 
son of Jehoram and Athaliah 
(2Ki 8:24-9:29) 
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Holy Spirit 

Christian tradition has often relegated the Holy Spirit to 
a shadowy behind-the-scenes role in religious lift. But this is 
by far an inaccurate picture. The Holy Spirit—who has 
always been present—is an equal partner in the Godhead. 
He was involved in the birth of Creation, active throughout 

The Bible best describes the Spirit as "wind, breath” 
(Hebrew, ruab; Greek, pneuma). This portrays his invisible 
power and ability to move freely everywhere. The Spirit of 
the Lord rushed on Samson, then left just as quickly (Jdg 
16:20). At the baptism of Jesus, the Holy Spirit 

light in him (Mt 3:16-17). In the Pentecost narrative 

tongues of fire, spreading power and '- 1 

tiring pilgrims (Ac 2). 

The Old Testament r 

pie—from childless women to babes in the womb, from so 
” ' i battle to fugitives in hiding, from kings to peasants 


In the New Testament, the 
age of the Spirit’s work is 
specifically tied to the life of 




the work of the 

r and helps in the daily 

good oHhc churcM 

and equips the church for min- 
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angry (Mk 3:5) 

He wept (Jn 11:35) 

He was troubled 
(Mk 14:33-34) 

He sw« 

<Lk22 


He was worshiped as God 
by his disciples (Mt 14:33) 
He judges On 5:22) 


iffered (IPe 4:1) 

He bled (Jn 19:34) 

He died (Mt 27:50) 

(Mt 27:59-60) He i 


(Jn 10:28) 

Paul called him God 
(Gal 2:20) 


(Jude 25 


(Mt 28:5-6) 

Mary (1st century AC ) 

The young Jewish virgin was engaged to Joseph the cat 
tnter, a descendant of Abraham and David, wh ' 


and SonifG^d'wW^ 
angel told her that she would 

of the Holy Spirit, 

















































Ruth (12th century B.C) 

The story of Ruth is an inspiring tale of a non-Jewish 

becoming an ancestor of the Messiah. During a great 
famine, Naomi, along with her husband and two sons, were 
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ancestors of today's Arab nations (Gen 16:11). 
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Joshua (The Lord is salvation): Moses' successor; he led 
the conquest of the Promised Land (Ex 17:9). 

Lazarus (God has helped): The brother of Mary and 
Martha. Jesus raised him from the dead (Lk 16:20). 

Lot (concealed or covering): Abraham’s nephew; he 
escaped from corrupt Sodom (Gen 11:27). 

Mark (large hammer): A Christian convert and Paul's 
helper; he wrote the second Gospel (Ac 12:12). 

Martha (lady): The sister of Mary and Lazarus who lived 
in Bethany (Lk 10:38). 

Mordecai (consecrated to Marduk (a pagan god]): A 
Jewish exile who helped Esther save the Jews (Est 2:9). 

Nehemiah (The Lord comforts): The governor of 
Jerusalem who helped rebuild that city (Ne 1:1). 

Nicodemus (victor over the people): A pharisee who vis¬ 
ited Jesus at night, and assisted in Christ's burial (Jn 3:1). 

Noah (rest or comfort): The patriarch chosen to build 
the ark. He and his family survived the Flood (Gen 5:29). 

Paul defends as a brother in Christ in a letter to Philemon 

(Col 4:9). 

Orpah (possibly neck): Naomi’s daughter-in-law (Ru 1:4). 


























The life and culture of ancient Egypt centered around the 
reat Nile river. Peasant farmers (most of Egypt’s popula- 
on during the tune of Moses) depended on its annual 
ooding to irrigate crops and provide rich mud. At the end 

•aterway to their advantage. Besides the Nile, other parts of 
the region were also important. The deserts contained valu- 
' 1 metals, including copper and gold, and there was stone 

it the top of Egypt’s social order was the Pharaoh, the 

aged the vast political and social order of the culture. The 
people of this highly organized culture enjoyed many peri¬ 
ods of greatness, but eventually became part of the Persian 
” . then later the Greek Ptolemies ruled Egypt until 


i who settled at the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea 
, about 2000 B.C By Joshua's day, the land had been 
dividedup' ‘ " ‘ ' r ' r J 
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